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The Indiana Association of Historians expresses deep alarm and abiding opposition to the budget and personnel cuts to the Indiana Historical Bureau (IHB). These cuts have disrupted the lives of numerous dedicated public historians and staff and jeopardized the preservation and accessibility of Indiana’s history.
 Since the early 20th century, the Indiana Historical Bureau has faithfully fulfilled its public mission of providing accurate, evidence-based historical knowledge and resources to citizens across the state. It has steadfastly supported the work of professional historians, high-school teachers, politicians, genealogists, students, and Hoosiers from all walks of life through rigorous research standards, open access, and service. It exemplifies the public good.
The reduction of the budget and the IHB staff down to one person puts the following programs at risk:
· The State Historical Marker Program, one of the most effective in the nation, has over 700 markers across 91 counties. This program connects the past to the present and helps Hoosiers understand the history in their communities. 
· Indiana Memory, a digital collection of over 700,000 documents from more than 175 institutions, allows Hoosiers equitable access to important primary sources that have defined Indiana's history. 
· Hoosier State Chronicles, a digital newspaper archive containing nearly 1.6 million pages of Indiana newspapers (1804-2018), is a valuable resource for scholars and students of history, politics, culture, and more.
· The Indiana Legislative Oral History Initiative is a nonpartisan archive of former legislators’ reflections, insights, and stories about Indiana’s political history, policymaking, and democracy.
· “Untold Indiana” is a widely read and regarded blog of articles written by staff and citizen historians, which offers new and surprising insights into often ignored or forgotten aspects of Hoosier history.
· “Talking Hoosier History” is a podcast based on original research tied to the Historical Marker Program. 
The programs are free to the public and are frequently used by local historical societies, high school teachers, and community leaders across Indiana. They represent all that is good about public history: collaborative research, innovative storytelling, and a focus on communities.
Without the IHB's staff and labor, Hoosiers will likely lose access to these and other critical historical services. Students will struggle to find Indiana primary sources, teachers will lose powerful and engaging classroom materials, and communities will lose access to the tools to preserve their memories. As the specter of misinformation continues to threaten civil public discourse, the curtailing of Indiana’s historical institutions is potentially dangerous and irresponsible. 
The Indiana Association of Historians urges Governor Braun and the Indiana General Assembly to restore funding and staffing to the Indiana Historical Bureau. The IHB is a pillar of Indiana’s history community and an engine of healthy democracy.
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